
Free and open to everyone. Reception to follow.

From Richardson’s Pamela, “a victim to the will of a wicked violator 
of all the laws of God and man!” to Balzac’s Lost Illusions, “It was the 
duty of a man of genius to set himself above law; it was his mission to 
reconstruct law,” what Ian Watt (in)famously called “the rise of the novel 
in the 18th and 19th Century” seems to be characterized by a recurrent 
concern with the precariousness of all laws. 

Taking the plot of Manzoni’s Betrothed as paradigmatic, this lecture 
wants to revisit Bakhtin’s assertion that “Of all the major genres only 
the novel … has no canon of its own” in the context of the historicist 
disruption of classicist laws of narrativity.
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